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COMPLETE SPECIFICATION 

Improvements in or relating to Surgical Dressings 



We, Prebbles (Medical) Limited, a 
British Company of 22-23 Bath Street, Liver- 
pool in the County of Lancaster do hereby 
declare the invention, for which we pray that 
a patent may be granted to us, and the method 
by which it is to be performed, to be par- 
ticularly described in and by the following 
statement : — 

The present invention relates to surgical 
dressings and has for its primary object to 
facilitate the treatment of wounds, burns or 
the like in the home, in industrial or other 
surgeries or at dressing stations or other sites 
or even in hospitals. 

According to the present invention, a dress- 
ing comprises or includes a swab soaked in a 
solution containing an antiseptic agent, a 
haemostatic or styptic agent and a local anaes- 
thetic, the saturated swab or a number of said 
swabs being inserted in a package of flexible 
paper, foil or the like material which is sealed 
until required for use when it is appropriately 
opened to obtain access to the, or a, wet or 
moist swab. 

Preferably, but not essentially, the package 
is a laminate of paper and aluminium foil 
coated with poly-ethylene, while the solution 
is an aqueous one. 

The respective agents in the solution may be 
of any desired kind. Thus, the antiseptic may 
be domiphen bromide, cetrimide or chlor- 
hexidine gluconate, to mention three examples; 
the haemostatic or styptic agent may be an 
adrenaline salt or ferric chloride while the local 
anaesthetic may be lignocaine or amethocaine. 

Preferably, and by way of example, the 
solution by which a swab is saturated com- 
prises water 98.6%, lignocaine hydrochloride 
1.0%, domiphen bromide 0.02% and adrena- 
line acid tartrate 0.02% by weight/volume. 

If desired the package may form part of a 
comprehensive dressing pack containing a dry 
pad and also an elastic or flexible adhesive 
plaster which may be medicated with domi- 



phen bromide, while if desired the dry pad 
may be substituted by a pad containing tri- 
chloroethylene, isopropyl alcohol or other 
appropriate solvent constituting a cleansing or 
degreasing agent. 

Thus after washing and irrigating a wound 
with a wet swab, the surrounding area of the 
wound may be degreased and dried, before 
application of the adhesive plaster in com- 
pleting the treatment. 

Thus the sealed package containing the wet 
or moist swab or swabs may constitute one 
compartment or a two or three compartmental 
pack, in which event both the dry or degreas- 
ing pad and the adhesive plaster may collec- 
tively be located in a second compartment or 
be separately housed in second and third com- 
partments which are sealed until required for 
use. 

The compartments may be located side by 
side in a striplike pack and sealed from each 
other along lines extending transversely of the 
strip, but preferably they are of rectangular 
form and with the respective compartments of 
equal size and located one behind the other 
or others. In the latter event adjacent compart- 
ments are separated by a wall common to both, 
that is to say internally only two thicknesses 
of foil are required to form three compart- 
ments or three thicknesses where two compart- 
ments are provided. 

Preferably the contents of the package, or 
of the pack where the package forms a part, 
are rendered sterile such as by gamma rays 
prior to commercial distribution by the manu- 
facturer. 

WHAT WE CLAIM IS: — 

1. A medicated dressing which comprises or 
includes a swab saturated in a solution con- 
taining an antiseptic agent, a haemostatic or 
styptic agent and a local anaesthetic, the 
saturated swab or a number of said swabs 
being inserted in a package of flexible paper, 
foil or the like material which is sealed until 
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required for use when it is appropriately 
opened to obtain access to the, or a, wet or 
moist swab. 

2. A dressing as claimed in claim 1 m 
5 which the package is a laminate of paper and 

aluminium foil coated with polf-ethylene. 

3. A dressing as claimed in claim 1 in which 
the solution is aqueous. 

4. A dressing as claimed in claim 1 in which 
10 the antiseptic is domiphen bromide of 0.02% 

by weight/volume of the solution. 

5. A dressing as claimed in claim 1 in which 
the haemostatic or styptic agent is adrenaline 
acid tartrate or other adrenaline salt 0.02% 

15 by weight/volume of the solution. 

6. A dressing as claimed in claim 1 in which 
the local anaesthetic is lignocaine hydrochloride 
1.0% by weight/volume of the solution. 

7. A comprehensive dressing pack contain- 
20 ing a flexible foil or the like package as 

claimed in claim 1, a dry cleansing or degreas- 
ing pad and an adhesive plaster. 

8. A pack as claimed in claim 7 in which the 



pad has applied thereto a solvent containing 
trichloroethylene, isopropyl alcohol or the like 25 
cleansing or degreasing agent. 

9. A pack as claimed in claim 7 in which the 
adhesive plaster is medicated with domiphen 
bromide. 

10. A pack as claimed in claim 7 in which 30 
the flexible foil or the like package, pad and 
plaster are housed in separate compartments of 

the pack. 

11. A pack as claimed in claim 7 when 
sterilized by gamma radiation. 35 

12. A medicated dressing substantially as 
described herein. 

13. A pack containing a dressing, pad and 
adhesive plaster substantially as described 
herein. 40 
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BASIC-ABSTRACT: 

Surgical dressing comprising or including a swab 
saturated in a soln. contng. an antiseptic agent, 
a hemostatic or styptic agent and a local 
anaesthetic, the swab or swabs being inserted in a 
package of flexible paper, foil, etc. sealed until 
use, when it is opened to give a wet or moist 
swab . 

Treating wounds, burns, etc. 

Pref . package is a laminate of paper and Al foil 
coated with polyethylene. Aq. soln. used to 
saturate the swab, e.g. antiseptic is domiphen 
bromide, cetrimide or chlorhexidine gluconate, 
haemostatic is adrenaline salt or FeC13 and local 
anaesthetic is lignocaine or amethocaine. 

TITLE-TERMS: SURGICAL DRESS COMPRISE SWAB 

SATURATE SOLUTION ANTISEPTIC AGENT 
HAEMOSTATIC STYPTIC LOCAL 
ANAESTHETIC 

DERWENT-CLASS : A0 0 BOO 

CPI-CODES: A04-G02E; A12-V; B05-A03; B10- 

A17; B10-A22; B10-B01A; B10-B02B; 
B10-B03B; B12-A01; B12-A07; B12- 
C02; B12-M07; 
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Chemical Indexing MO *02* 
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